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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
World Archaeological Congress Condemns Calls to Shoot Looters    
 
The World Archaeological Congress (WAC) today called on the coalition forces 
to  
better protect archaeological sites in Iraq, and condemned recent calls for the  
shooting of looters.  
 
"We were all shocked to find out that looting is still occurring in the  
countryside and that the coalition forces have failed to secure sites that had  
previously been secured by archaeological teams." stated Dr Claire Smith,  
President of WAC. "While recent calls to use force to stop looting reflect the  
concerns of many archaeologists, the view that looters should be shot at is  
intolerable. Human life is of greater value than material objects. It should be  
recognised that it is loss of livelihood and economic necessity which has  
forced many people to turn to looting. Furthermore, the international art  
market is complicit by providing the incentive for looting by buying illegal  
antiquities."  
 
Dr Smith continued "We are very concerned about the looting going on at  
archaeological sites that are thousands of years old in the southern part of  
Iraq. Regrettably, the damage to artefacts in Iraqi museums was both predicted  
by archeologists and preventable. Once again, an avoidable destruction of  
irreplaceable artefacts that are significant for world history is taking place.  
The coalition forces have a moral responsibility to provide adequate protection  
for these archaeological sites. We call on them to secure these sites so that  
control of the sites can be returned to the traditional owners who have  
historically cared for them."  
 
At its Congress held in Washington DC last month, the World Archaeological  
Congress called upon the United States as the caretaker Government in Iraq to  
lead the securing of the sites by providing satellite surveillance and site  
inspections, and to assist international organisations and law enforcement  
agencies to curtail illegal trafficking in stolen artefacts.  
 
 
Background Information:  
 
The World Archaeological Congress (WAC) is the only worldwide representative  
organisation in archaeology, and holds an international congress every four  
years to promote the exchange of the results of archaeological research;  
professional training and public education for disadvantaged nations, groups  



and communities; the empowerment and betterment of Indigenous groups and 
First  
Nations peoples; and the conservation of archaeological sites.  
 
The WAC-5 Congress was held from June 21-June 26 at the Catholic University 
of  
America in Washington, DC. WAC-5 was the first full World Archaeological  
Congress to be held in North America. It was attended by over 1,200  
archaeologists, native peoples and international scholars from some 70 nations.  
 
The Congress Patron for WAC-5 was Harriet Mayor Fulbright. Patrons of 
previous  
WAC Congresses include Nelson Mandela and Prince Charles. WAC-5 was held 
in  
partnership with the Smithsonian Institution's National Museum of Natural  
History and National Museum of the American Indian, and in collaboration with  
the Getty Conservation Institute.  
 
Further Information:  
 
For further information/interviews please contact:  
 
General Contact:  
Claire Smith, President, World Archaeological Congress  
Email: claire.smith@flinders.edu.au  
or  
Jo Smith, Media Advisor, World Archaeological Congress  
Email: josmith@cia.com.au Phone: +61-411-888-664 or +61-2-9557-4253  
 
USA Contact:  
Larry Zimmerman, Head, Archaeology Department, Minnesota Historical Society,  
St. Paul, MN USA  
Email: larry.zimmerman@mnhs.org  
Phones:+1- 612-970-2843 (office 1), +1- 651-296-1872 (office 2), +1-651-340-  
5022 (home), +1-319-321-4156 (cell)  
 
United Kingdom/Europe Contact:  
Peter Stone, Chief Executive Officer, World Archaeological Congress  
Email: p.g.stone@ncl.ac.uk  
Phone: +44-191-222-7095  
 
Australia Contact:  
Ian Lilley, Secretary, World Archaeological Congress  
Email:i.lilley@mailbox.uq.edu.au  
Phone: +61-7-3365-7051 


